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Anli-Shu'enj  InielUgencer, 

AND  COLOUEED  MAN's  ADVOCATE, 

A  weekly  Periodical,  to  he  published  in 
Cadiz,  Harrison  County,  Ohio. 
PROSPECTUS. 

Among  the  many  periodicals  on  vari- 
ous subjects  that  are  daily  issuing  from 
the  press  in  our  Republic,  there  are  not 
perhaps  more  than  two  or  three  that  are 
expressly  devoted  to  the  all  important 
discussion  of  the  rights  of  our  coloured 
population,  and  these  are  published  in 
•the  east. 

The  Editor,  having  "been  loEg  con- 
vinced of  the  enormity  of  the  slave  sys- 
tem, as  it  existed  in  our  goverunient, 
and  having  watched  with  increasing  in- 
terest, the  awakening  sympathies  of  the 
west,  believes  that  the  spirit  of  the 
times  demands  such  a  publication  here. 
Almost  all  classes  of  people  arc  begin- 
ning to  shake  otf  their  listlessncss,  and 
to  inquire,  What  can  v.-e  do  to  relieve 
■and  assist  the  degraded  a!id  onpri;s;;ed 
•descendants -of  Africa?  Wo  tlu?refore 
outer  the  lists,  to  plead  for  iho  imi/^cdi- 
aie  emancipation  of  the  skives,  and  for 
'the  m'elioratieu  of  the  condition  of  the 
free  people  of  colour. 

ist.  We  oppose  slavery,  because  we 
<:onsider  it  a  political  and  moral  evil,  a 
source  of  corruption  to  the  rn  'stor  and 
to  the  slave;  a  source  of  jealousy  and 
unfriendly  feeling  between  the  different 
:sections  of  the  United  States:  and  be- 
cause wc  believe  it  sinful  in  the  eyes  of 
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Heaven,,  and  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
that  religion  which  leaches  strict  jus- 
tice, humanity,  and  love,  to  all  the  hu- 
man race,  without  respect  of  persons, 
nations,- or  colours. 

2dly.  We  feel  bomid  to  advocate  the 
cause  of  the  nominally  free  people  of  co- 
lour, because  wc  think  them  labouring 
under  disabilities  which  prevents  them 
from  rising  to  that  rank,  which,  as  crea- 
tures formed  in  the  image  of  God,  we 
believe  them  designed  to  fill :  and  be- 
cause we  believe  it  included  in  t!iat  in- 
junction, '•  Whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  unto  you,  do  j'-e  even  so 
to  them.'" 

In  the  course  of  our  labours,  we  pro- 
pose to  use  all  h  wful  and  proper  means 
in  our  power,  to  awaken  our  country  to 
a  sense  of  tlie  wrongs  and  rniscriea  she 
is  inflicting  on  t Iris  unfortunate  and  de- 
graded race.  But  in  doing  this,  we 
hope  to  be  preserved  from  giving  just 
cause  ofotienco  to  any.  Our  Aveapons 
shall  be  moral  suasion,  temperate  rea- 
son i;a(f,  and  such  awakening  appeals  as 
we  n}iy  be  enabled  to  make  to  tiie  good 
sense,  the  candour, and  liumme  feelings 
of  our  fellovt'  citi/^ens.  We  shall  there- 
fore aim  at  a  fuiihful  discharge  of  our 
duty,  relying  for  assistance  on  Him 
whoso  promises  cannot  fail. 

We  shall  also  use  oar  exertions  to 
assist  the  spirit  of  inquiry  that  is  abroad, 
by  the  publication  of  well  autlicntic-.ted 
facts,  having  a  bearing  on  the  subjjct 
of  slavery  and  tlio  slave  tr;de:  likewise, 
Such  public  docr:ments  both  domestic 
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end  foreign,  as  relate  thereto,  togeiher 
witli  such  suiia'ule  essays  on  the  subject  \ 
RS  may  be  furnished  us  by  other  pens. 
'  But  wliile  we  labour  to  arouse  the 
energiesof  the  community  in  behalf  of 
the  slave,  we  feel  ourselves  bound,  as 
christians  and  jM-nricnt  philantliropists, 
steadly  to  hold  out  to  his  view,  the 
absolute  necessity  of  patience  and  for- 
giveness ;  and  that  all  violent  measures 
on  his  part  will  but  retard  the  day  of  his 
redemption.  That  his  only  hojx3  is  in 
the  onward  march  of  public  opinion, 
which,  ifnot  chocked  by  improper  con- 
duct on  iiis  part,  will  speedily  v/ork  bis 
final  emancipation  from  bondaoe. 

In  conclusion  we  v/ould  say,  we  ghall 
endeavour  to  enforce  the  doctrines  and 
views  of  tlie  Amorican  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety, as  exemplified  in  their  Declara- 
tion of  12th  month,  1833. 

CONDITIONS, 

The  Anti-Slavery  Intelligencer  and 
Coloured  I\Ian's  Advocate  will  be  pub- 
lished weekly,  on  a  medium  sheet,  fold- 
ed in  octavo  form.  Price  to  subscribers 
will  be  Two  Dollars,  payable  on  the  re- 
ception of  the  second  number.  If  pay- 
ment is  delayed  over  three  months,  Two 
Dollars  and  Fifly  Cents  will  be  invaria- 
bly charffed. 

No  subscription  will  be  taken  for  a 
less  time  than  one  year. 

All  letters  and  communications  must 
be  addressed,  post  paid,  to   Willia^i 
Lewis,  Cadiz,  Ilarrison  Ccimlv,  Ohio. 
LYDIA  LEVMS,  FAltor. 


The  second  number  will  be  issued 
about  tJio  1st  of  Seventh  m.onth,  or 
sooner,  if  it  shall  be  ascertained Uthat 
the  work  will  be  sufficiently  patronized. 


As  (he  first  No.  has  been  issued  and 
circulated  vv'ith  a  view  of  obtaininrr  sub- 
scribers;  those  to  wlu-.m  it  is  sent  will 
do  us  a  favor,  by  obtaining  for  it  what 
I)atronctge  tliey  can,  and  forwarding  the 
names  on,  by  the  1st  of  7th  month  next, 
Slioiild  it  be  s?nt  to  cny  who  da  not  ap. 


prove  of  the  object,  or  who  may  not 
fiiid  it  convenient  to  attend  to  it,  they 
will  please  hand  it  to  some  of  their  neiuh- 
boars  who  feel  interested  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  we  liave  espoused. 

REPORT 

Of  the   Committee   on   the  Judiciary,, 
relative  to  the  repeal  of  all  laws  im- 
posing restrictions  and  disabilities  on 
blacks  and  mulattocs,  by  Mr.   Gush- 
ing.    February  21,  123.'). 
The   committee    on    the  Judiciary, 
to  which  was  referred  sundry  memorials 
and  petitions  from  citizens  of  the  State 
ofOhio,  praying  the  re  peal  of  all   laws 
imposing  disabilities  or  rrstrictions  on 
black  and  mulatto  persons,  ask  leave  to 
report  r 

The  relative 'standing  of  the  wliite 
and  coloured  population  in  a  free  com- 
munity like  ours,  so  far  as  regards  their 
civil  righjii  and  privileges,  has  been  a 
subject  of  earnest,  and  at  times,  of  an- 
gry (1)  dispute  since  our  State  govern- 
ment was  organized.  Repeated  appli- 
cations have  been  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  the  last  twenty  years,  seeking 
to  place  blacks  and  mulattoes  on  the 
same  footing,  as  nearly  as  the  provis- 
ions of  the  constitution  will  allow,  (i^) 
The  interest  manifested  by  petitions 
and  inemcrinls,  so  often  presented, 
emanating  from  respectable  sources,  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  ofthe  colour- 
ed population  of  Ohio,  demands  respect- 
ful attention.      (3) 

The  cominittee  have  maturely  (4) 
considered  the  propositions  contained 
in  tiie  memorials  referred  to  them,  and 
have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time,  (5)  to  recom- 
mend any  legislative  action  on  thq  sub- 
ject." Fortius,  it  is  proper,  they  should 
submit  a  few  reflectioi:s,  and  they  ask 
for  them  an  attentive  consideration.  (6} 
The  philanthiopy  and  honest  zeal 
evinced  l)y  the  memorialists  are  fully 
appreciated.  (7)  The  committee  be- 
lieve that  none  but  disinterested  mo- 
tives prompted  the  presentation  of  the 
memonalsjbut  they  feel  constrained  to 
sr.y  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived,  if 
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it  should  ever,  when  wisdom  and   com- 
7710)1  prudeBce  would  recommend  an  ;d- 
terat.ion  in  the  existing  laws,   regarding 
blacks  and   niulaloes,   unless   1o  m'akc 
them  stronger.  (8)     Session  cfter  ses- 
sion reports  liave  been   made   to  hotii 
branchc.'S  of  the  General  Assembly,  Eind 
agreed  to    with  scarcely  a:  dissenting 
voice,  adverse  to  the  consummation  of 
what  is  sought. by  the  memariali^sts  (i^) 
Even  were  the  committee    individunHy 
-friendly  to  the  measure   proposed,  they 
would  pause  before  they  would  lend  it 
iheir  oihcial  sanction;    reflecting  that 
public  opinion  remains  unchanged,  and 
will  in  all  probability  continue  so,  wliile 
there  exists  a  large^ slave  population  in 
the  United  States.  (10)      Asids   from 
public  opinion,  however,  there   arc^var- 
ious  considerations  which  operate  irros- 
■jstab\v,  on  the  mind  j'of  the  committee, 
'to  induee  a   report  unfavorable  to  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  memorialists. 

.Ohio,  on  her  southern  borijlbr,  is  boun- 
•ded  ijy    two   powerful    slave    holdnig 
states.     With  these  states  she  has  ever 
been  on  terms  of  amity,  of  uninterrupted 
friendship.     Perhaps  tliere  are  not  two 
states  in  the   Union  between   which  a 
•higher  community  of  feeling  exists,  (ex- 
cept tvith  regard   to  slavery,)  than  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Kentucky.     Their  rise 
and  progress,  their  present  prosperity, 
and  the  distinguished  stand   they  have 
taken  among   their  sister  states,  have 
f  heir  origin  in  the  samiO  causee.      Their 
territories  were  won  by  the  strong  hand 
from  the   barbarous  tribes  \^hich  once 
■overspread  tkem.      Siioulder  to  shoul- 
der, their  sons,  in  the  last  vv;ir,  d.'fend^ 
ed  from  foreign  invasion,  the  frontier  of 
the  North  West.     In  all  the  great  mea- 
sures of  the  general  government,  touch- 
•ing commerce,  agriculture,  uuni  fa^tuies 
and  the    internal    improvement  of  the 
country,  these  states  have  stood  side  by 
■sido.     Their  interesls  and   tlieir  feel- 
ings have  become  intertu'ined.      The 
beautiful  river  which  ni  uks   their  sep- 
■arating boundary,  is  thel^r  common  high- 
way to  the  markets  of  the  south,  and    is 
their  common  source  of  a  profitable  com- 
merce,(11)  their  products  are  much  the 
same,  their  plans-  and  efforts  to  effect  a 


I  permanent  system  of  improvement,  to 
si  ill  further  advance  their  power  and- 
standing  among  their  sister  soveVeigr> 
ties,  are  of  a  similar  chnrHcter. 

Virginia,  like  Kentucky,  is  entitled 
to  our  regard,  although  differing,  mate' 
rially,  withus  in  c^i!  polity, -and  per- 
haps, ill  j)oiiticaI  feeling.  Ohio  was 
once  apart  of  the  domain  of  Virginia, 
'and  by  a  magnanimous  cession  fo  the 
general  government  by  the  latter,  w.as 
enabled  to  claim  and  receive  the  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  an  independent 
state.  The  question  then  arises,  would 
itlje  prudent,  or  wise,  by  any  act  of  ours, 
in  the  least  degree,  to  distvu'b  tJie  har- 
mony  which  hys  so  long  existed  between 
these  powerful  states?  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  it  would  neither  be 
wise  nor  prudent.  It  may  be  said  that 
therepenl  of  all  laws-  imposing  restric- 
tions or  disabilities  on  negroes  and  niu- 
lattocs,  will  not  tend  to  inten-uj>t  the 
existing  hai-mony  of  tiiesc  states.  Vos- 
s/&/y,  this  may  be  the  case,  but  it  is 
thought  that  every  legislative  enactment 
on  our  p'^rt,  which  would  afford  to  slaves 
a  temptation  or  inducement  to  abscond 
from  the  service  of  their  mosters,  (11) 
and  claim  protection  or  attempt  a  per- 
manent settlement  here,?.'.'^''  ''-'^^^  ^^  ^ 
disruption  cf  fluit  u-aternity  of  feeling 
which  it  is  our  interest  and  duty  to 
cherish.  In  saying  thus  much,  as  to 
the  relation  we  bear  to  our  sister 
states,  it  is  not  yielded  tJiat  eitlier,  or 
any  have  a  right  to  interfere  by  v>'ord, 
act,  or  deed,  vvith'any  action  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  on  this  sulject,  which 
comes  within  the  pale  of  their  constitu- 
tional po-\vers ;  nor  is  it  sr.j-posed  that 
oufl sister  states  would  claim  or  assert 
f?ij'cha  right. 

(12)  The  f.amers  of  the  constitution  fora- 
saw  that  difficulties  might  arise  by  plac- 
ing the  whites  and  blacks  upon  an  equal- 
ity; and  while  they  decl  u-ed  that  nivc- 
luntary  servitude  should  not  exist  in 
this  state,  v/ith  certain  exceptions  they 
withheld  from  the  negro  the  right  of 
suffrage,  and  made  him  incapable,  there- 
by of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit. 
The  object  of  this  disfrancliisemeat  was, 
it  is  presumed,  to  prevent  the  migration 
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hither  of  tliat  uiilortunato  race ;  not  from 
any  callous  or  c;irclci-s  foeliiig  for  their 
unhappy  condition,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  self  preservation,  from  evils  which 
mifflit  arise  bv  tJie  introduction  of  a  class 
of  population  degraded  and  debased  in 
other  state?,  and  which  from  the  anti- 
pathies of  nature  and  the  prejudices  of 
education,  operating  aifainst  them, 
would  necessarily  remain  so  here.  The 
same  considerations  no  doubt  prompted 
tlie  legislature  to  carry  cut  as  far  as 
practicable  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Convention  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  two. 

Experience  lias  shov.'n  that  these 
wore  not  mistaken  views.  (13)  The 
records  of  crime  in  the  free  states,  show 
a  frigh^/ul  dife])ropcrtiGn  in  the  numbers 
of  WiiVe  and  black  olfendcrs,  and  most 
especially  in  those  states  where  there 
are  no  di^bilitics  or  restrictions  by  law 
imposed  upon  the  blacks. 

In  i  f-.ssachusetts  the  blacks  labor 
under  no  disabihty  or  disqualification 
whatever,  under  the  constitution. — 
They  are  ordy  one  seventy-fourth  part 
of  the  pojmlation,  yet  they  are  in  the 
proportion  of  oiic  sixth  of  the  convicts 
in  tlie  state  prison. 

In  Connecticut  the  black  population 
is  one  thirty  fourth  part  of  tlio  v/hole. 
The  blacks  are  one  third  of  the  number 
in  the  penitentiary.  The  constitution 
of  this  state  in  regard  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  electors,  is  like  that  of  Ohio,  in 
excluding  negroes  from  the  riglit  of  suf- 
frage. The  committee,  however,  be- 
lieve that  the  enactments  of  the  legis- 
lature hiwe  not  placed  upon  tiicm  any 
additional  disabihty, 

NewY'ark.  by  her  constitution,  has 
placed  the  whites  aad  blacks  upon  an 
exact  etjuality.  'I'hc  colored  popula- 
tion is  one  thirty-fifth  of  the  whole. — 
One  fourtlipart  of  the  convicts  in  her 
two  penitentiaries  are  negroes. 

The  one  thirteenth  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  New  Jersey  is  cclorod,^  and 
one  tiiird  of;  lie  convicts  in  the  peni- 
tentiary arc  bkxks  and  mulattoes. 

In  Pennsylvania  one  third  of  the  con- 
victs, in  the  tv,o  penitentiaries  are  col- 
ored while  the  blacks  ara  only  one 
thirty-fifth  part  of  the  popuktio::. 


In  Ohio,  the  black  population,  ascom-- 
pared  with  the  white,  is  as  one  to  one 
hundred  and  fifteen.  In  the  peniten- 
tiary the  number  of  black  convicts  as 
compared  with  the  whites  is  in  the  pro- 
portion of  seven  to  one  hundred. 

But  tlie  state  prison  of  Vermont  il- 
lustrates, in  its  most  glaring  colors,  tlie 
impolicy  of  gi\  lag  to  the  black  popida- 
tionthe  privileges  and  immunities  of  the 
whites.  In  tliat  state  the  negroes  arc 
under  no  restriction  that  the  whites 
are  not.  (14)  By  the  census  of  18.30, 
Vermont  contained  about  277,000 
souiH;  of  these,  918  were  negroes.  In 
1831,  there  were  74  convicts  in  the 
prison,  and  of  these,  ui-entij-four  were 
negroes. 

The  foregoing  statistics  have  been 
gleaned  from  authentic  sources,  and 
principally  from  the  annual  reports  of 
the  American  Prison  Discipline  Society. 
When  compared  with  v/hat  is  reported 
of  the  prisons  of  the  slave  holding  states 

(15)  it  is  shown  that  the  proportion  of 
negroes  in  the  penitentiaries  of  the  free 
states  is  in  the  ratio  of  more  than  ten  to 
one,  in  favor  of  the  slave  liolding  states. 

To  account  for  this  disproportion  the 
rnainargument  is,  that  by  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  the  mind,  the  capacity 
of  tlie  negroe  is  not  developed,  tliat  no 
encouragement  is  given  him  to  abstain 
from  vice  or  to  prompt  him  to  industry. 

(16)  Without  stopping  to  combat  this 
proposition  in  detail,  the  committee 
deem  it  sulhcient  to  say,  that  the  histo- 
ry of  the  race  has  shown  the  causes  to 
lie  deeper.  (17)  Nature  has  forbiddena 
general  amalgamation  of  the  two  races; 
and  misfortune,  which  cannot  be  at 
once  remedied,  has  made  the  black  de- 
pendent upon,  and  subservient  to  the 
white  man.  (18) 

The  free  negroes  in  Ohio,  in  the  ag- 
gregate are  in  no  bettercondition,  there- 
fore, than  the  slaves  in  Kentucky.  (19) 
They  arc  excluded  from  social  inter- 
course with  the  whites,  and  wliatever 
of  education  you  may  give  them,  will 
not  tend  to  elevate  their  standing,  to- 
any  considerable  extent.  In  those  free 
states  v.-hero  every  right  has  been  ex- 
tended to  tiiG  iregro  which  the  wiiil© 
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man  claims,  it  is  proven  by  wliat  is  con- 
tained in  the  above  statomcn  Is,  that  liis 
•condition  is  still  worse  Ihan  in  the  states 
where  he  is  under  restriction.  Tiiis 
may  appear  sinoular,  indeed,  almost  un- 
Hccoimtable,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true. 
Tlierc  arc  considerations  ol'  a  still 
graver  character  than  any  presented, 
which  influence  the  coinnrittee,  to  ask 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  appended, 
such  as  address  themselves  to  the  good 
sense  ofcvery  man;  challenging  deep 
interest  and  solicitude,  and  requiring 
the  culm  but  firm  action  of  every  one 
who  has  the  weal  of  his  country  near  his 
lieart.  The  germ  of  a  faction  has 
s])rung  into  life  in  the  United  States, 
whicJi  now  but  feeble  in  numerical 
force,  and  not  extraordhiarily  disiiziguish- 
cd  for  character  or  talent,  may,  if  its 
growth  be  not  checked  by  the  friends 
of  peace  and  good  order,  ('-iO)  through 
the  medium  of  individual  exertion,  or 
legislative  enactment,  impair  the  sta- 
bility of  oar  Federative  Union.  (21)  It 
is  well  known  that  societies  have  been 
formed  in  ditierent  parts  of  the  United 
.States,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  etfec- 
ting  the  immediate  emancipation  of  all 
the  slaves.  Anyone  who  will  rcllect 
upon  this,  for  a  moment,  must  come  to 
the  conclusion,  (22)  that  their  eiVorts 
contemplate  revolution,  and  necessari- 
ly strike  at  the  existence  of  the  Repub- 
lic. No  respect  is  paid  by  them  to  tlie 
compact  entered  into  by  the  States, 
when  the  general  government  was  form- 
<ed.  The  perseverance  v/hich  lias  mark- 
ed tlie  steps  of  these  visionaries,  the  in- 
creasing establishment  of  newspapers 
and  periodicals  to  promulgate  their  in- 
cendiary doctrines;  the  donations  and 
bequests  which  these  societies  have,  re- 
ceived, from  men  offortune,  to  aid  them ; 
and  beyond  all  this,  the  inculcation  of 
their  dangerous  principles  in  tlic  minds 
•of youth  in  our  schools  and  colleges, 
give  loud  warning  "that  the  wolf  is  up- 
on his  walk."  Jealousies,  heart-burn- 
ings, and  fears  have  been  excited 
r.mongst  our  brethren  of  the  south,  by 
the  countenance  given  to  these  societies 
by  men  of  respectable  standing,  and  by 
the  eflbrts  naade  through  their  agents 


a!id  emissaries,  to  inflanie  the  slaves 
against  their  misters,  and  thereby  pro- 
dace  revolt  and  insurrection.  Well 
may  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  be  in- 
dignant at  the  fanaticism,  or  the  darker 
motive  which  prompts  this  mad  inter- 
ference in  their  internal  concerns. — 
The  horrible  massacre  of  Southhamp- 
ton is  still  fresh  in  recollection,  and  the 
scenes  which  followed,  when  the  inno- 
cent black  was  sacriiiced  to  appease 
the  rnmss  of  the  murdered! 

Great  Britain  has  been  traversed  by 
these  enthusiasts  to  gather  funds  to  ac- 
celerate the  objects  desired  to  be  accom- 
plished. These  always  met  with  en- 
couragement, iftho  statements  made  by 
the  English  prints  arc  to  be  relied  on, 
from  those  who  would  exult  in  the  dis- 
memberment and  destruction  of  our 
confederacy;  or  those  who  ^ere  most 
active  in  brino-ino-  about  the  manumis- 
sion  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  West 
Indian  Isles.  Speculations  have  been 
indulged  in,  by  men,  eminent  for  wis- 
dom, with  what  color  facts  have  given 
them  for  such  speculations,  the  commit- 
tee are  unadvised,  whether  the  measure 
s]>oken  of  is  not  an  insidious  blow  at 
the  commerce,  the  prosperity  and  the 
internal  peace  of  tlie  United  States,  in 
aid  of  the  cilorlsof  our  own  disorgan- 
izers.  This,  however,  the  committee 
will  not  descant  upon,  though  greatly 
tempted  to  do  so. 

Erom  a  principle  of  self  defence, 
then,  from  what  experience  has  taught 
us  of  the  incapacity  of  the  freo  blacks 
to  elevate  themselves  above  their  pre- 
sent miserable  condition,  from  the 
enormous  amoimt  of  crime  perpetrated 
by  them,  as  compared  with  tlie  crimes 
committed  by  the  whites  or  the  slaves; 
(22)  and  reflecting  that  there  is  an  in- 
surmountable barrier  to  their  becoming 
useful  or  orderly  citizens,  wliich  does 
no  arise  from  ra?M.7/('_(/,  but  from  fate; 
your  committee  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following   resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at 
this  time,  to  take  any  legislative  action 
on  the  subject  matter  of  tlie  memorials, 
and  that  tlie  committee  be  dfschai'ged 
from  the  fuitlior  consideration  of  the 
same. 


AXTI-SL AVERY  IXTELLIC; EN'CER. 


NOi'ES  BY  THE  EDITOR.. 

1.  Sad  prool'of  the  existence  of  pride 
and  prejudice. 

2.  i\I:iy  tliese  ai)pl [cations  be  more 
frequently,  and  more  ]X)werfal]y  made» 

3.  With  what  respect  they  have  been 
treated  let  this  report  testify. 

4.  We  would  modestly  suggest  the 
word  supcrjiciaJhj. 

5.  Is  it  iiiexpcdic id  io  do  justice  at 
any  time? 

6.  This  they  will  probably  receive, 

7.  Surely  then  wc  should  expect  their 
hearty  co-operation. 

8.  "Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart 
sick."  Alas  for  the  sickening  hopes  of 
the  poor,  degraded  descendants  of  Af- 
rica, groaning  under  the  weight  of  mere 
human  power.  Be  patient  poor  sutirir- 
e;s.  God,  your  Creator,  has  always  cho- 
sen his  own  time,  and  his  own  way,  to 
pic  id  the  cause  of  the  oppressed. 

9.  AVe  would  say  fo  the  memorialists 
as  Valeria  to  the  mother  of  Coriolanus : 
"Cease  not  to  beg  tiU  you  have  obtain^ 
ed." 

10.  Does  high  oihcial  standing  in 
churchor  state,  debar  a  man  from  the 
free  exercise  of  liis  most  enlightened 
judgement,  and  oblige  him  to  chuckle 
to  public  opinion,be  that  right  or  wrong? 

11.  The  whole  of  these  two  para- 
graphs looks  very  much  like  an  attempt 
to  play  upon  our  fmcies,  a  kind  of  poli- 
tical legerdemain,  to  divert  us  from  our 
purpose.  AVhat  li^s  the  present  sub- 
ject to  do  with  the  "'common  highway  to 
the  market  of  the  south?"'  Will  the 
Kentuckians  shut  up  the  Ohio  river,  ber 
cause  tlie  Legislature  of  Ohio  j^resuraes 
to  do  justice  to  her  citizens?  We  think 
not.  At  one  time  it  is  insinuated  that 
Ohio  dares  not  act  indcpenderdJij,  be- 
cause she  is  indebted  for  her  independ- 
ence to  the  magnani n; i  1  y  of  Virginia ;  at 
another,  "-it  is  not  yielded  that  either  or 
any  Jiave  a  right  to  interfere  by  word, 
act  or  deed,  with  any  action  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Ohio  on  this  subject,  which, 
comes  within  the  pale  of  their  constitu- 
tional powers;  nor  is  it  supposed  that 
our  sister  states  would  claim  or  assert 
such  a  right."  And  we  would  add,  nei- 
tjjer  would  abolitionists  opprcve  of  ac- 


i  tion  beyond  "constitutional  powers." 
I  As  retTrirds  the  friendly  and  fraternal 
,  feeh'ngs  between  these  states:  We  will 
■  suppose  a  niun  has  raised  uj)  a  fmn'ly  of" 
j sons  in  habits  of  dishonesty;  that  hap- 
]  p  ly  one  of  the  brothers  becomes  con- 
i  vincedtJiat  he  is  pursuing  an  improper 

course;  shall  he  cease  to  steal  and  rob? 

or  will  lie  offend  his  brethren? 

12,  Tlie  framers  of  the  constitution 
supposed  they  foresaw  that  difficulties, 
&c. 

13,  We  tiiink  that  the  report  under 
consideration  itself  proves  that  these 
rcere  mistaken  views;  for  the  proportion 

!  of  coloured  to  the  white  inhabit;uits  of 
these  states  where  disabilities  are  im- 
posed, is  clearly  shown  to  be  greater, 
tliuii  in  tiiosn  where  none  are  imposed. 
And  what  does  the  disproportion  of  co- 
lour in  the  inmates  of  the  different  peni- 
tentiaries prove?  Why,  simply  this, 
that  degradation  is  the  road  to  vice,  and 
that  leg^slatcis  who  give  their  influence 
to  produce  or  continue  it,  are  themselves 
accessary.  Had  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Ohio  acted  upon  pure  chris-. 
tian  principles,  instead  of  those  of  expe- 
diency and  blind  policy;  had  they  studi-. 
ed  to  hold  out  incentives  to  virtue  and 
mental  improvement,  and  to  irradicate 
prejudice,  instead  of  labouring  to  guar(i 
themselves  &-  their  constituents  against 
imaginary  evils ;  thereby  strengthening 
groundless  fears,  who  can  calculate  the 
extent  of  virtuous  influence  that  she 
might  by  this  time  have  exerted  over 
her  sister  states.  But  we  have  authenr 
tic  history  sliov/ing  that  serious  difficul-. 
ties  do  not  necessarily  arise  out  of  equal 
laws.  Witness  those  countries  where 
slavery  lias  been  immediately  abolished, 
and  the  coloured  population  encourugetl 
and  assisted  in  useful  employment  and 
mental  improvement. 

14,  The  prejudice  against  colour  ia 
uniform  throughout  our  country,  except 
that  it  may  periuaps  be  more  bitter,where 

j  they  are  most  thinly  scattered.      Wit- 

'  ness  the  pi;esent  report.     Witness  the 

proceedings  against  Prudence  Crandal, 

in  Connecticut,  and  the  mobs  in  Penur 

sylvania,  New  York,  and  the  eastera 

1  states. 
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15.  Query.  For  wliat  crimes  are 
slaves  condemned  to  the  Penitentiaries 
by  the  laws  of  the  slave  states? 

16.  Humiliating  acknowledgement. 
And  shall  this  state  of  things  continue 
forever?  If  it  is  to  be  altered,  where 
siisll  the  alteration  begin? 

17.  Query.     Whence  the  molattoes? 
IS.  Which  can  never  be  remedied  if 

the  remedy  is  never  applied. 

19.  The  free  negroes   of  Ohio,  it   is 
.  conceded,  are  liable  to  insult  and  injury 
from  their  v.hlte  neighbours,  provided 
their  neighbours  be  so   depraved  as  to 
take  advantage  of  their  unprotected  sit- 
uation.    Deprived  by  law  of  the  bene- 
fit of  the   public  schools ;  deprived   by 
prejudice  of  the  benefit  of  the   select 
scliools:  so  thinly  scattered  among  the 
whites  that  they  cannot,  without   great 
difTiculty,  support  schools  of  their  own 
colour;     refused    their    testimony    in 
courts  of  justice  against  the  whiles:  if 
they  trust  a  white  man  they  cannot  en- 
force the  collection  of  their  dues;' iable 
<3ven  to  be  i-cidnapped,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  sold  into  slavery:  they 
labour  truly  under  various  and  great  dis- 
advantages.    Yet  v/ith  all  tliese  disibil- 
ities,  tho  coloured  people  of  Ohio  do  en- 
ter into  business,   and  hold  property. 
They  have  tlieir  schools  and  meeting 
houses,  and  exercise  the  ministerial  of- 
fice free  and  unmolested,  and  many  of 
them  are  making  very  considerable  ad- 
vances in  the  conn-non  branches  of  liter- 
ature, and,  so  fin-  as  we  have  witnessed, 
are  impro\-ing  in  morals.      They  have 
iheirown  families  and  are  permitted  to 
enjoy  them;  no  one  is  autiiorized  by  our 
laws,  unequal  as  they  are,   to   tear  the 
husband  from  his  wife,  nor  the  wife  from 
her  liusband,  to  sunder  the  parent  from 
the  child,  nor  the  child  from  the  parent. 
They  cannot  be  tasked,  starved,  scourg- 
ed, tortured, 'imprisoned,  manacled,  and 
<h-iven  to  market  at  the  will  of  a  legaliz- 
ed Tyrant.     In  short,  their  condition  is 
so  far  preferable  to  that  of  the  .slave,  that 
we  have  never  heard  of  a"  solitary  indi- 
vidual that  has  voluntarily  gone  to  Ken- 
tucky and  offered  to  exchange  situations 
■with  a  slave;  yet  our  wise  committee 
tnen  pronounced'  tlieir  condition  equal- 


ly degraded  with  that  of  the  slave,  and 
would  propose  to  make  stronger  tlioss 
laws  that  have  produced  this  degrada- 
tion. 

20.  Wc  regret  to  say  tliat  wo  have 
heard  much  of  the  doings  ohhosefriends 
of  peace  and  good  order  in  N.  York, 
Pennsvlvania,  and  other  i)laccs.  Would 
that  our  country  were  free  from  such  do- 
ings. 

21.  The  nature  of  tho  individual  ac- 
tion contemplated,  we  are  left  to  infer. 

■^2.  '■'Instigators  of  faction;  calcula- 
ted to  impair  the  stability  of  our  fede- 
ral  union,    contemplating  revolution, 
striking  at  the  existence  of  the   Repub- 
lic, disrespecting  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  persevering  visionaries, 
incindiaries;     inculcating     dangerous 
principles,  poisoning  the  minds  of  the 
youth  in  schools  and  colleges;  roving 
wolves  seeking  prey ;  exciting  jealou^es 
heart  burnings  and  fears  among  our 
brethren  of  the  south:  trying  to  infiame 
the  slaves  against  their  masters,  and 
thereby  lyroduce  revolt  nnd  insurrection : 
interfering  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
the  slave  states;  actuated  by  fanaticism 
or  still  darker  motives:  traversing  for- 
eign countries  to  obtain  funds  for  ac- 
complishing their  designs;  uniting  trith 
foreigners  in  airiiing  an  insidious  hlotv 
at  the  commerce,  the  prosperity,  and  in- 
ternal peace  of  the  United  States;  di-s- 
organizcrs,  truly  worthy  of  all  indig- 
natloa!  P'' 

Such  in  the  estimation  of  this  grate 
committee. are  tJie  characters,  to  wJiom, 
in  the  commencement  of  their  report, 
they  thought  proper  to  award  respect, 
attention,  philanthropy,  honest  zeal  and 
dinntcresicd  motives. 

Bat  who  are  those  persons  in  Great 
Britain  who  would  exult  in  the  dismem- 
bcrment  and  destruction  of  our  confed- 
eracy? W'hy,  it  appL!ars  they  are  Clark- 
son  and  Wilberforce,  whose  philanthro- 
py, honest  zeal,  and  disinterested  mo- 
tives, perhajjs  no  man  has  ventured  to 
call  in  question  before,  and  their  col- 
leagues, with  whom  they  were  glad  to 
labour  hand  and  heart,  "in  brmging  about 
the  manumission  of  the  slaves  in  the 
British  West  Indian  Isles."'  And  is  their 
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character  tarnislicd  by  that  act  ?  Are 
not  these  islands  already  in  a  happier 
condition  than  before  this  wJiolesome 
regulation  was  made?  and  those  among 
tliem  wiio  cliose  to  adopt  immediat(j 
emancipation  instead  of  the  apprentice 
system,  more  contented  and  happy  than 
those  who  adopted  that  system?  Wc 
presume  they  arc.  Let  our  opponents 
show  the  contrary. 

Such  are  the  epithets  bestowed"  on 
tliose  who  are  coming  forth,  witli  their 
lives  in  their  hands,  in  behalf  of  our  de- 
voted country,  who  are  laboring  hard 
and  sacrificing  mucJi,  enduring  pcrsccu-  ] 
tion,  contumely  and  scorn,  if  possible,  to  I 
avert  the  disastrous  events  that  almost 
all  acknowledge  must  shortly  be  brought 
about,  by  a  continuance  in  the  present 
state  of  things. 

But  it  would  seem  that  the  commit- 
tee gave  way  to  a  spirit  of  resentment 
tliat  boiled  and  foamed  as  it  was  indulg- 
ed. Now  we  hope  to  be  charitable :  we 
wish  to  treat  the  report  with  all  due  de- 
corum; but  we  do  think  such  amass  of 
contradictory  sentiment,  svich  a  tirade 
of  |unprovoked  and  uncalled  for  abuse 
and  dark  insinuation,  coming  from  such 
a  quarter,  is  one  of  the  many  proofs  of 
the  liability  of  the  human  mmd  to  en- 
in  judgement.  Are  these  accusations 
just?  are  they  charitable?  If  they  be 
true  let  it  be  made  appear:  if  not,  let 
thoautliors  of  them  acknowledge  that 
tlicy  have  slandered  the  innocent. 

22.  The  free  coloured  i>eople  are, 
nevertheless,  in  many  places,  evincing 
a  degree  of  im]>rovement,  and  advancing 
in  respectability,  beyond  what  might 
reasonably  be  expected,  under  the  ex- 
isting pressure  of  circumstances. 


'i'lhit   altiioupii  be  fully    concurred 
with  t'lc  mujorily  of  the  committee  in 
recoumiending  to  the  House  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  appended  to  tlis 
report,  vizr — "That  it  is  inexpedient,  at 
this  time,  to  take  any  legislative  action 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  memorials^ 
and  that  the   conmiittee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same'" — yet  he  has  been  unable  to  per- 
ceive,   either  the    correctness  or  the 
justice  o^  some  o^  iho   arguments,  and 
tlie  epithets  used  and  bestowed  in  said 
report.     Tlie  undersigned  is  unwilling 
to  attribute  to  all  those   who  arc  in  fa- 
vor of  abolition,  the  dishonest  motives 
imi>uted  to  them  in  said  report.     Ou  the 
contrary,  the  undersigned  feels  himself 
authorized,  by  the  knowledge  which  he 
has  of  the   character  of  those  of  his  im- 
mediate constituents  who  are  in  favor 
of  abolition,  to  deny  the   imputation  of 
eorrvpi  intention,  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned. 


Mr.  Bos'nvicK,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, subsequently  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing; which  was  laid  on  the  table: 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  ^tlis 
standing  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  were  referred  sundry  memoyials 
and  petitions  from  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  praying  the  repeal  of  all  laws 
imposing  disabilities  or  restrictions   on 
black  and  mulatto  persons,  asks  Ljave 
respectfully  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment, by  way  of  minority  report:  — 


We  copy  from  the  Liberator,  in  this 
number,  tlie  discussion  that  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
subject  of  petitions,  because  we  think  it 
caunot  come  too  soon  or  too  often  be- 
fore the  public.  We  regret  that  we 
have  not  room  lor  the  speech  made  oa 
the  occat,-ion,  by  John  Dickson,  a  raem- 
bcr  from N.  York;  for,  though  both  the 
speech  and  the  debate  are  ;dready  pret- 
ty extensively  pubhshed,  yet  we  would 
not  stop  without  placing  it  in  the  hands 
of  every  citizen,  as  nearly  as  possible. 
We  extract  the  following  appropriate 
remarks  from  an  editorial  in  the  above 

paper. 

"The  speech  of  Mr.  Dickson  comes 
most  unexpectedly,  is  sound  and  fear- 
less, and  will  obtain  for  him  honorable 
renown  among  the  truly  wise  and  benev- 
olent throughout  this  country  and  in 
Europe.  With  regard  to  the  debate  al- 
luded to,  having  no  space  for  comment^ 
we  can  only  solicit  our  readers  to  peruse 
it  Willi  all  carefulness— it  will  astonish. 
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it  will  instruct,  it  will  oncoumge  them.  I 
At  the  n.'xt  session  (jf  Congress,  an  ef- 
fort will  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple to  effect  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  \he  District  of  Colum- 
bia, that  will  overwhelm  all  opposition." 


From  the  Bniancipator. 
PETITIONS  TO  CONGRESS. 

On  ti!c  2d  inst.  several  petitions  to 
Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia were  presented  by  tiie  Hon.  John 
DicKSox  of  tliis  state,  u'lio  addrc -sed  the 
House  about  an  hour  and  a  lialf  on  the 
subject.  It  is  one,  we  understand,  in 
which  his  feelings  have  for  years  been 
much  engaged,  but  he  has  been  preven- 
ted from  introducing  it  earlier  to  the  no- 
ticc  ot  Congress  by  the  numerous  exci- 
ting subjects  that  liave  engaged  its  at- 
tention for  the  last  three  sessions,  as 
well  as  from  the  great  caution  and  fear- 
ful apprehension  of  members  of  the  na- 
tional legislature  with  whom  Jlr.  Dick- 
son has  usually  acted.  A  report  f)f  the 
speech,  in  i)amphlct  form,  has  issued 
Irom  the  press  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton,  editors  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, who  have  promised  to  give  the 
speech  an  insertion  in  their  widely  ex- 
tended paper. — The  speech  is  admira- 
ble, and  will  reward  an  attentive  peru- 
sal. AVe  trust  it  will  be  widely  circula- 
ted throughout  tliis  land,  as  it  will  as- 
suredly be  pubhshed  and  read  inforeign 
countries. 

We  learn  that  while  delivering  his 
speech  Mr.  Dickson  was  throe  or  four 
times  called  to  order  by  members  from 
sku-e  states,  but  as  often  decided  to  be 
in  order  by  the  Speaker,  and  surtered  to 
proceed  in  liis  remarks.  At  their  con- 
clusion ho  moved  a  reference  of  the 
memorial  to  a  select  comimUee,  when 
Mr.  Chi]V-\  moved  to  lay  the  motion, 
with  the  memorials,  on  the  table,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered.  The  question  being  ta- 
ken, it  was  decided  in  the  aflirrnative — 
yeas  147,  nays  77. 

The  introduction  of  the  subject,  and 
the  speccli  of  Mr.  Dickson,  In. ye  done 


good  for  the  cause  of  freedom. — This 
gentlemaji  deserves  the  tlianks  of  the 
friends  of  human  rights  throughout  the 
world  for  liis  manly,  patriotic  and  elo- 
quent address.  We  are  told  from  un- 
questionable authority  that  several  mem- 
bers of  the  House  have  declared  they 
will  be  prepared  to  introduce  the  sub- 
ject at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session.  Let  this  be  remembered,  and 
let  emancipationists  througliout  the  land 
sec  to  it  tliat  petitions  arc  circulated 
extcnsivclij  during  the  ichole  y<'ar,  and 
transmitted  by  the  hands  of  memhers 
of  Congress  as  they  go  to  attend  the 
next  session. 

We  are  credibly  infoniied  that  quite 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  wish  slavery  abollslied,  and 
that  an  expression  of  their  wishes  would 
again  be  made  to  Congress  were  it  not 
for  the  conlluence  of  those  whose  inter- 
ests induce  them  to  oppose   abolition. 
There  are  a  few  of  the  old  aristocracy 
who   wish  to    have    slavery  retained. 
There   is  also  another  class,  many  of 
them  men  without  families,  who  own 
slaves  and  farm  or  hire   them  out  and 
live  on  the  profits  of  their  labor.     The 
slave  dealers,  of  course,  are  also  oppo- 
sed.      'i"he    feelings  of   these    three 
classes  are  expressed  in  an  editorial  arti- 
cle of  two  columns  of  a  newspaper  full 
of  abuse  and  sophistry,  printed  at  the 
seat  of  government,  called  the  Noktii 
xVmekicas,  of  February  7th.     This   ar- 
ticle mistakes  and  miscomprehends  Mr. 
Dici:son's  remarkif,  and  is  grossly  insult- 
ing to  the  petitioners,  and  all  the  friends 
of  freedom  from  bondage.     A  North  A- 
mcrican  spirit  truly ! 

Since  the  s})cech  of  Mr.  Dickson  was 
delivered,  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict have  had  a  meeting  and  refused  to 
make  any  report  to  tha  House  on  thl? 
groat  numbers  of  petitions  referred  to 
thein  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District!  It  is  said  the  decision  washy 
a  vote  of  six  to  three,  and  that  Mr.  Van- 
derpool,  of  Kinderhook,  this  State,  was 
one  of  ttie  six.  Is  this  evidence  of  pure 
sterling  democracy,  of  great  gifts  as  a 
patriot  and  statesman?  Let  the  people 
decide.    The  minor; tv  of  the  commit- 
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tee,  we  are  iiil'onned,  insisted  that  the 
majority  ought  to  report,  that  they,  the 
minority,  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
state  their  view  to  tlie  coimtry.  But 
that  was  denied  them. 

Thus,  with  the   closo  of  this,   three 
sessions  of  Con;Tress    will  have  pished 
away,  and  no  rejiorl  will  have  been  made 
upon,  and  no  answer  given  to  the  peti- 
tions oi'tcns  of  thousands  for  tlie  aboli- 
tion of  shivery  in  the  molropolis   of  the 
United  States  ! !     When  a   committee 
sets  thus  session  after  session,  and  Con- 
gress coHCur,  of  what  use,  we  ask,  is  the 
right  to  petition,  secured   by  the  Con- 
stitution ?     Will  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try acquiesce    in  such  conduct?     But 
we  will  hope  for  better  times,  t-nd  in  i 
prospect  of  them  would  repeat  our  ad- 
vice to  abolitionists  to  be  up  and  doing. 
Let  a  million  of  freemen  memoiialise 
Congress  at  the  next  session  until  the 
accursed  traffic  in  slaves,  and  the  iniqui- 
tous  system    of    slavery  shall  be  for- 
ever done  away  in  the  ca^iitol  of  this  na- 
tion. L. 


Emancipation. — The  principle 
carried  out.  We  find  the  followinjj 
advertisement  in  the  Morning  Star. 
[,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  eman- 
cipate my  daugher,  Esther  Youngs 
and  relinquish  to  her  all  her  earninge 
and  wages  after  this  date. 

JosKPH  Young. 

Witness  I  ^-  ^'  ^"'''^'"s- 

5  O.  L.  liradburjr. 

Dover,  Jan.  26,   1835. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  dated 
Barbadoes  Dec.  10,  1834. 
'Our  negro  population  are  conducting 
themselves  with  great  propriety,  nor  can 
we  disccrQ  any  signs  of  insubordination 
or  discontent. — The  crops  are  looking 
well;  but  the  country  is  in  want  of  rain 
so  mucli  thi'.t   when  it  comes  it  will  be 
too  late  to  save  the  crop  of  yams  and 
other  ground  provisions. — Oar  accounts 
from  other  islands  with  respect  to  the 
.negroes  are  cheering.     Order  is  restor- 
ed  in  Demerara.     From  Antigua   we 
learn  that  nothing  can  exceed  tlie  good 
behaviour  of  the  negroes,  who,  howev-  j 
er,  comi)lained  that  $'3  per  month  was 
not  enouo-h  for  their  labors.     The  phn- 
ters  will  correct  their  errpr.' 


Slavery  ahoUsked  in  the  West  In- 
dies.— A  letter  received  by  a  gentleman 
in  Salem  from  his  correspondent  at  An- 
tigua, (W.  Indies)  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery  there,  says: — 'August  1,  1S34, 
unqual'iied  freedom  was  proclaimed  on 
.this  day;  and,  as  yat,  Nov.  2*3,  1834, 
there  is  nothing  to  regret.'  j 


Discussion  in  the  House  of  Reprcsent- 
atices  on  the  presentation  of  Petitions 
from  Maine,  Massachu^-ctts,  New 
York  and  Ohio,  for  the  Immediate 
Abolition  of  slaiienj  and  the  SLAVE 
TRADE,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

HOUSE  OE  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  February  1(3,  1835. 
Mr.  Evans  presented  the  petition  of  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  VVaterville 
and  Vassalboroughjin  the  state  of  Maine 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in 
the  District  of  Colimibia,  and  stated  in 
brief  terms,  his  acquiescence  in  the 
general  sentiments  and  objects  of  the 
memorial,  and  his  hope  that,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  the  attention  of  Congress 
would  be^iven  to  the  subject;  and  that 
S3  far  as  he  could  tread  on  firm,  consti- 
tutional ground,  he  should  go  promptly 
and  unhesitatingly.  The  subject  was 
not  free  from  difficulties,  but  he  trusted 
they  would  all  be  overcome  by  the  wis- 
dom, perseverance,  patriotism,  and  phi- 
lanthropy which  Congress  might  bring  to 
its  consideration. 

As  other  similar  memorials  had  been 
already  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia;  he  moved  the 
same  reference  of  this,  in  the  hope  that 
the  committee  would,  at  some  early  pe- 
riod, present  a  report. 

Mr.  Pliillipssaid  be  was  about  to  pre- 
sent a  memorial  in  favor  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
It  was  signed  by  1249  male  citizens, 
who  are  all  represented  to  be  legal  vo- 
ters; and  also  by  2t>43  ladies,  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 
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These  meiiiorialists,  said  Mr.  Phillips, 
are  many  oftJiem  known  to  ms  lo  be  of" 
the  most  respectable  churacter  and 
standing.  They  respectfully  and  ear- 
nestly entreat  the  attention  of  Congress 
lo  the  object  to  which  their  memorial  is 
confined.  The  sentiments  which  they 
utter,  are  just,  and  humane,  and  patriot- 
ic; the  motives  by  which  they  wore  ev- 
idently actuated  are  counnendable ;  taid 
the  object  which  they  seek  may  be  ac- 
complished by  the  action  of  Congress. 
Upon  these  grounds  their  memorial  is 
entitled  to  consideration;  and  1  owe  it 
to  them  and  to  the  house  to  declare, 
tiiat  while  I  arn  opposed,  from  my  own 
conviction  of  what  is  constitutional, 
just,  and  expedient,  to  any  interference 
on  the  part  c>f  the  Generul  Government, 
or  of  the  free  states,  with  the  exclusive 
rights,  interests  and  duties  of  the  Slave- 
lioiding  states — I  am  equally  convinced 
of  the  constitutionality,  expediency,  and 
justice  of  a  suitable  provision  by  the 
General  Govcrnmeut  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Cokun- 
bia. 

So  far  as  slavery  exists  with  any  of  the 
states,  it  is  for  them,  upon  their  own  re- 
sponsibility, to  determine  when  and  in 
what  m;uiner  it  shall  cease  to  exist  there ; 
but  so  far  as  it  exists  hero,  and  is  exhib- 
ited before  our  own  eyes  in  its  worst 
forms  of  degradation  and  cruelty,  the 
right  and  duty  belong  to  Congress  alone 
of  restraining  or  aboIisJiing  it. 

Towards  the  abolition  of  slavery  with- 
in the  states,  I  am  only  desirous  that  the 
General  Government,  should  contribute 
to  the  extent  of  its  ability,  such  aid  as 
may  be  acceptable,  and  can  be  judicious- 
ly applied;  but  in  respect  to  the  object 
which  this  memorial  discloses,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  there  are  existing  evils  which 
require  a  legislative  remedy  at  our  hands, 
in  such  form  as  our  wisdom  may  de- 
vise. I  cannot  doubt  that  a  per;od  must 
arrive  when  the  continuance  of  slavery 
within  this  disuict,  Vi^ill  be  regarded,  in 
its  obvious  aspects,  as  disgracelul  to  the 
nation,  contrary  to  public  opinion,  and 
subversive  alilie  of  the  rights  of  slaves 
and  the  interests  of  free  citizens.  The 
period,  in  ray  humble  judgement,  will 


have  arrived  as  soon  as  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments contained  insucli  roemorialsas 
this,  shall  obtain  a  dispassionate,  candid 
and  deliberate  investigation. 

Mr.  Phillips  said  that  he  would  doaire 
arefarence  oftJiis  memorial  to  a  select 
conimiitee ;  but  as  such  a  reference  had 
already  been  formally  refused  in  a  simi- 
lar case,  ho  would  content  himself  for 
the  present  with  asking  that  it  should 
be  laid  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dickson  presented  a  memorial 
from  certain  citizens  ofIlochester,iQ  llie 
state  of  New  York,  praying  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  D.  said,  that  it  was  his  wish  that 
this  subject  .should  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee ;  but  as  the  house  re- 
fused to  give  it  that  direction  on  a  for- 
occasion,  he  should  now  move  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Dickson  then  moved  that  the  me- 
morial and  names  annexed  be  printed. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  motion  to  print  the  memoiial 
v/as  then  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  printing  the 
names, 

Mr.  Dickson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  refund. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  oa  the  motion  to  print  the  memori- 
rial,  and  thereupon  he  asked  the  yeas 
and  nai's,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  iiiester  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  tneniorial,  and  after  its  reading, 

Mr.  Dickson  stated  that  the  memorial 
was  signed  by  the  Mayor  of  Rochester, 
and  by  a  large  number  of  respectable 
citizens  of  that  place,  including  individ- 
uals of  both  of  the  political  parties. 

Mr.  Chiiur  said  he  hoped  the  motion 
to  reconsider  v/ould  prevail.  He  saw 
nothing  which  distinguished  this  memo- 
rial from  any  other  upon  the  subject. 
Although  it  was  signed,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  stated  lo  the 
house ,by  the  Mayor  of  Ilochesterand  oth- 
er distinguished  persons,  he  could  not 
perceive  that  this  fact  entitled  it  to  a  con- 
sideration ditlerent  from  that  which  was 
given  to  others.     It  presents  no  new  M' 
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^nimont;  it  states  no  I'dct  but  wi-at  was 
contiiijied  in  others;  Jiiid  tlie  grievances 
Nvliich  it  cites  are  common  to  all  wlMch 
liave  been  offered  here,  it  was  unne- 
cessiiry  for  him  to  assart  that  tlicse  grie- 
vances were  in  the  main  untumided.  If 
this  memorial  be  printed,  why  not  print 
all  whicr.had  been  offered?  Tiiere  was 
no  difforence  between  them:  if  there 
were,  it  was  not  such  as  to  entitle  this 
to  unusurd  considoration.  He  did  not 
wish  to  discuss  this  question;  he  did 
not  know  that  he  ever  would  discuss  it. 
'i'he  whole  mischief.  j)crliaps,  consisted 
in  discussion.  This  had  Ijeen,  and  still 
was,  his  0]):iuon;  and  he  had  always  act- 
ed in  conformity  with  it.  He  hoped  the 
motion  would  prevail,  and  that  the  same 
disposition  would  be  made  of  tliis  as  of 
the  many  others  which  had  been  pre- 
sented. 

I\Ir.  Bouldin  said  that  he  had  not  sup- 
posed he  would  vote  for  the  printing  of 
this  memorial  until  he  heard  it  read. 
But  after  having  heard  it  read,  he  should 
vote  for  printing  it;  not  because  he  ap- 
proved of  the  presenting  of  it,  or  of  the 
object  of  it;  nor  that  he  dissented  from 
the  general  propositions  about  liberty 
and  slavery  in  it;  but  because  he  wish- 
ed his  constituents  to  know  what  feel- 
ings were  entertained  by  their  northern 
brethren  (some  of  them,)  of  slavery  and 
slaveholders,  and  the  means  of  abolish- 
ing slavery. 

He  said  he  was  unwilling  to  draw  any 
comparisons  between  the  country  that 
lie  had  tlie  hoiior  in  part  to  represent, 
and  any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  but 
every  remark  about  slavery  and  slave- 
holders, and  slave-markets,  made  in  that 
memorial,  in  relation  to  this  District,  ap- 
plied equally  to  the  habits,  customs  and 
legal  rights  of  the  people  ofall  the  south. 
He  wished  them  to  see  what  those  opin- 
ions and  feelings  v/ere;  and  therefore, 
and  for  that  only,  he  should  vote  for 
printing  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Jolmson,  of  Louisiana,  hoped  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  would  prevail, 
and  that  the  memorial  would  be  laid  on 
the  table.  He  repudiated  the  interfer- 
ence of  th.e  Northern  with  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 


States.  Wlienever  the  North  should 
succeed  in  procuring  legislation  by  Con- 
gress in  regard  to  tiiese  ri^'hts  and  this 
species  of  property,  that  moment  the 
union  would  be  dissolved. 

Mr.  Boon  said,  as  he  had  asked  for  a 
division  of  the  ([uestion,   and  belonged 
to  a  nonslave-holding  state,  it  was  \icx- 
haps  proper  tliat  he  should  say  a   word 
or  two.     'J'here  was  no  person  more  op- 
posed to  slavery  than  himself;  but  while 
1  he  v^as  opposed  to  the  principle,  he  was 
also  opposed  to  interfering  with  those 
rights  to  property  wiiich   were  guaran- 
teed to  the  citizens  of  particular  states 
I  and  Districts ])y  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,     it  would  be   recoilect- 
I  ed  that  this  question,  v  hen  the  subject 
1  of  th.e  admission  of  Jvlissouri  into  the 
I  Union  was  before  the  house  had  come 
I  very  near  dividing  the  union.  He  thougiit 
I  the  same  course  which  had  been   adojH- 
1  ed  by  the  gentleman  from  IMassachu- 
j  setts,  (ySlx.  Pliillips,)  in  presenting  a  sim- 
I  ilar  memorial  this  morning,  which  was, 
to  move  that  it  be  Ind  on  the  table,  was 
the  proper  one,  and  that  this  memorial 
should  be  disposed  of  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said,   as  it  was  under- 
stood ihat  the  committee  on   the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  wi^uld  not  act  upon 
this  subject  at   the  present  session,  it 
was  certainly  due    to    the    petitioners 
that  the  motion  which  had  been  made 
by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Dickson,)  should 
prevail.     It  was  not  unreasonable   that 
the   memorial  should   be   printed  and 
preserved  among  the  documents  of  the 
house.     He  disavowed  most  unequivo- 
cally, now  and  forever,  any  desire  on  his 
part  to  interfere  with  the  rights,  or  what 
was  termed  the  property,  of  the  citizens 
of  other  states.     While  he  did  this,  ho 
conceived  that  as  a  citizen  of  the  state 
ol  New  York,  and   a   member  of  this 
house,  he  was  interested  in  the   claim 
to  property  in  man,  within  the   District 
of  Columbia.     He  referred  to  the  effect 
which  was  produced- in  the  north  by  the 
advertisements  in  the  papers  in  this  city, 
connected  with  the  purcliase  and  trans- 
portation of  slaves.     The  people  of  that 
section  of  country  believed  slavery  to  be 
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improper,  and  that  it  should  not  bo  tol- 
erated. This  was  a  great  national  ques- 
tion. There  was  notliing  in  the  memo- 
rial which  should  prevent  its  being  print' 
ed  and  placed  on  tlie  files  of  the  house 
for  future  reference.  Wlienever  peti- 
tions should  be  presented  jiore  from  the 
slaveholding  states,  of  a  difitrent  tenor, 
and  which  might  advocate  the  establish- 
ment or  continuance  of  the  slave  mar- 
kets in  this  District  or  City,  if  they 
could  satisfy  the  people  of  other  sections 
that  this  was  proper,  he  would  treat 
their  petitions  with  respect.  He  was 
willing  that  each  party  should  be  fully 
heard,  and  that  each  should  have  the 
privilege  of  sprer.ding  their  views  be- 
fore the  people  generally. 

Mr.  McKinley  regretted  that  this  dis- 
cussion had  sprung  up.  He  *hought  it 
manifested  more  zeal  than  prudence. 
He  inquired  if  the  printing  was  intend- 
ed to  enlighten  the  house  or  the  coun- 
try? It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
no  action  was  to  take  place  upon  this 
subject  at  this  session.  That  being  the 
case,  what  object  would  be  attained  by 
printing  this  memorial?  He  considered 
it  one  of  the  most  imprudent  memori- 
als which  had  ever  been  read  in  this 
liouse.  It  was  a  fire  brand  from  one  of 
the  northern  states,  which  had  been 
thrown  into  this  house,  and  he  was,  for 
one,  opposed  to  giving  it  any  publicity. 
lie  denied  that  this  house  had  the  nVht 

o 

to  lay  their  hands  upon  his  property,  let 
him  live  where  he  might.  There  was 
no  disrespect  intended  to  the  memori- 
alists by  refusing  to  print  their  memori- 
al. It  had  been  received  by  the  house, 
and  that,  he  contended,  was  sufficient. 
Nothing  more  ought  to  be  expected.  He 
cared  not  whether  it  had  come  from  a 
Mayor  of  a  City  or  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  lie  should  oppose  tlie 
motion  to  print. 

INIr.  Parker  was  at  a  loss,  he  said,  to 
perceive  how  the  mere  reading  and 
printing  of  the  memorial  could  produce 
unpleasant  feelings  in  tliat  house  or  in 
the  nation  at  large;  nor  was  it  in  his 
opinion  calculated  to  throw  a  fire-brand 
into  the  slaveholding  states.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  more  like  a  respectful 


address  to  the  Jiouse,  calling  upon  them 
to  exercise   the    undoubted    privilegey 
conferred  upon  itbythe  Constitution,  of 
legislating  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  removing  what  the   petitioners  con- 
sidered a  great  and  existing  grievance, 
and  if  it  was  intended  or  wished  to  j)re- 
vent  any  debate,  it  could   be  easily  ob- 
viated by   withdrawing  the  question  of 
reconsideration.     What  was  the  state  of 
t!ie  suljject,  what  had  been  done  hereto- 
fore, and  how  did  the  matter  then  stand? 
A  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
considering  the  evil  a  national  one — as 
one  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a 
free  people,  respectfully  ask  that  house 
to  take  measures   to  redress  the  evils. 
Petitions  of  this  nature  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  entrusted  with 
the  managemCiit  of  the  affairs  of  the 
District,  not  only  the   present  session, 
but  the  last  and  several  preceding  ses- 
sions.        Now  the  ])rayer  of  the   peti- 
tion was  either  right  or  wrong,  and  their 
reasons  eitJier  forcible   and  conclusive, 
or  otherwise.     Let  then  the  committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  make  a  re- 
port, and  tell  us  what  they  think  ought 
to  be  done,  and  give  us  their  reasons,  so 
that  the  house  might  judge  of  the  ques- 
tion.    Mr.  P.  was  not  prejudiced  one 
way  or  the  other,  but  he  tliought  an  an- 
swer to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should 
be  given,  for  it  was  neither  unlawful  nor 
unrighteous. 

The  argument  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Alabama  (jMr.  McKinley)  that  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  interfere,  Mr.  P. 
could  not  assent  to  so  readily.  Let  that 
gentleman,Hvho  was  fully  competent  to 
give  his  reasons,  give  his  reasons  on  this 
subject.  For  himself,in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  and  opinions  of  his  constitu- 
ents and  the  persons  presenting  this  me- 
morial, he  should  feel  it  his  bounden  du- 
ty to  vote  to  put  their  petition  upon  the 
files  of  the  house,  and  he  should  conti- 
nue to  urge  it  with  all  the  zeal  of  which 
he  was  capable,  at  the  same  time  with 
all  due  consideration  to  the  feelings, pre- 
judices, interests,  and  rights  of  others^ 
and  which  they  were  entitled  to  require 
at  his  hands.  This  he  should  do  until 
the  committee  on  tlie  District  of  Colum- 
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bia  or  some  other  select  committee  of 
the  lioiise,  answered  the  question,  and 
told  us,  at  the  same  time  giving  their 
reasons,  whether  Congress  had  a  right 
to  legislate  en  this  subject  or  not,  and 
imtil  the  house  had  concurred  in  that  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  Dickson  then  witiidrew  that  part 
of  the  motion  pro})03ing  to  print  the 
nnmcs  of  the  subscribers  to  tlie  memo- 
rial. 

Mr.  Clay  said:  Be  was  even  more 
opposed  to  the  printing  of  the  memori- 
al itself,  than  he  was  to  printing  the 
names  appended  to  it,  which  he  regard- 
ed as  a  matter  of  little  consequence 
compared  with  the  other.  He  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  the  publication  of 
such  a  document.  In  tipite  of  all  the 
fair  professions  heard  there  upon  the 
subject  as  to  any  non-interference  with 
the  rights,  interests,  and  property  of  the 
southern  states^  or  any  other  property  of 
this  kind,  gentlemen  must  be  forgetful 
of  the  domestic  policy .j  and  every  thing 
else  concerning  the  peace  and  tranquili- 
ty of  those  states,  when  they  ask  for  the 
printing  and  publication  of  a  document 
like  the  one  under  consideration.  Are 
these  gentlemen  ignorant  that  the  print- 
ing and  publishing  of  documents  of  this 
kind  in  ahnost  all  the  southern  states 
are  prohibited  under  high  and  heavy  pe- 
nalties? and  would  they  compel,  or  at 
least  sanction  the  publication  of  docu- 
ments by  Congress,  for  doing  which,  if  a 
southern  tribunal  could  lay  their  hands 
upon  a  printer  doing  the  same  on  his  in- 
dividual responsibility,he  would  be  treat- 
ed and  punished  as  a  culprit?  Do  they 
call  this  non-interference  with  the  rights 
of  property,  where  slavery  prevailed? 
Gentlemen  might  disclaim  any  intention 
of  interfering  with  this  subject;  but  when 
he  heard  such  disclaimers  as  those  made 
bythe  gentleman  from  New  York,  cov- 
ered by  so  thin  a  vail,  as  he  had  employ- 
ed, Mr.  C.  could  not  yield  his  assent  to 
them.  The  gentleman  told  us  that  this 
was  a  subject  he  had  no  intention  of  in- 
terfering with,  while  at  the  game  time 
he  called  it  a  great  national  question, 
and  consequently  one  that  ought  to  be 
agitated  m  that  house.     Was  it  not  a 


subject  against  which  southern  people 
pie  should  decidedly  protest?  '  And  wa^ 
it  not  one  calculated  to  excite  the  most 
direful  calamities  in  tliat  portion  of  tlie 
union,  whence  Mr.  C.  and  many  of  his 
friends  came  ? 

Mr.  C.  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  an 
unqualified  contradiction  to  the  suppo- 
sition that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  intelli- 
gent and  enlightened  citizens  of  the 
northern  and  middle  states  to  agitate 
this  question.  It  was  confined  to  a  few 
fanatics,  urged  and  guided  by  the  Gar- 
risons, the  Tappanp,  and  others,  their 
wire-workers,  and  v.'ho  recently  attract- 
ed public  attention,  and  whose  object 
was  well  known.  He  did  not,  he  could 
not  luring  himself  to  believe  that  it  wa^ 
the  wish  of  the  great  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  New  England  or  middle 
states,  to  bring  on  this  matter.  Were 
w'e  to  be  told,  because  a  handful  of  fan- 
atics, who  were  ready  to  light  the  torch 
of  disatfection  and  civil  discord  tlirougli 
the  counlry,  were  moving  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  it  was  matter  connected  with 
the  national  prosperity,  or  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  right  to  that  dcgcription  of  in- 
dividuals, to  discuss  and  agitate  the  sub- 
ject in  that  house?  I'he  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Parker)  called 
upon  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
CoIuDjbia  to  report  on  the  subject,  in 
order  ihat  it  might  be  discussed  and  in- 
vestigated. Why,  that  was  the  very 
course  of  proceeding  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  evils  contemplated;  evils  of 
such  a  character  as  no  good  citizen  in 
any  part  of  this  wide-spread  and  exten- 
sive union  ought  for  a  moment  to  de- 
sire. Mr.  C.  would  inquire,  how  came 
it  that  this  was  a  matter  of  such  concern 
to  those  individuals?  Did  it  interfere 
with  their  domestic  policy,  their  domes- 
tia  rights,  their  liberty,  their  property, 
or  their  security,  in  any  point  of  view? 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  it 
could.  Why  was  it,  then,  that  those 
persons  sought  to  interfere  with  the  do-- 
mestic  policy  of  others?  It  could  not 
by  denied  that  this  was  a  matter  of  do- 
mestic right  and  policy;  and  on  what 
grounds,  then,  could  they  find  them- 
selves warranted  or  justified  in  interfer 
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ing  to  give  direction  to  that  policy?     It 
was  a  mat  tor  that  concerned  not  tJiem, 
either  individnall}-,  or  as  a  community. 
Until  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
ColumbiQ,  or   some  other  committee 
should  report,  the  gentlemen  from  New 
Jersey  tells  us  he  should  hold  himself 
ready  to  receive  and  print  all  memorials 
on  the  subject.     Bat  had  the  people  of 
the  District  called  upon  Congress  to  leg- 
islate on  the  subject?     They  h?.d   not, 
and  why  should  Congress  be  called  up- 
on by  others  to  give  a  new  direction  to 
the  domestic  policy  of  others,  without 
consent  first  obtained?     That  doctrine 
was  contrary  to  any  expressed  wish  of 
of  theirs.     These  petitioners  mighfewith 
equal  propriety,  meraoriaJize  the  I'egis- 
iature  of  Virgmia,  or  the  legislature  of 
any  other  state,  and  call  upon  them,  in 
the  name  of  national  honor,  to  reverse 
their  policy,  and  abolish  the  iav>-s  author- 
izing the  holding    of  property  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  C.  in  conclusion  said,  for  his  own 
part,  after  the  admission,  which  seem- 
ed to  have  been  made  on  all  hands,  that 
this  was  a  matter  belonging  to  the  Peo- 
ple holding  this  peculiar  species  of  pro- 
perty, and  after  the  disclaimer  that  had 
been  made  of  non-interference,  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  without  any  call  on  the  part  of  any 
of  the  States  where  property  of  this 
kind  existed,  he  did  think  that  these 
gentlemen  ought  not  to  press  this  sub- 
ject, in  any  form  whatever,  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

air.  (.'.  P.  White  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  re-consider,  and  the  memori- 
al itself, on  the  table. 

On  a  question  from  Mr.  Wise,  some 
conversation  arose  on  the  point,  whether 
if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  pre- 
vailed, the  motion  to  print,  which  had 
been  announced  by  the  Chair  as  adop- 
ted, would  bo  considered  and  recorded 
as  adopted?  Mr.  Wise,  :Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Briggs,  participated 
therein. 

The  Chair  said,  it  was  a  matter  not 
«ntirely  belonging  to  him,  but  as  the 
question  had  been  put  to  him  he  should 


gay,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoiise  couhl 
not  order  the  memorial  to  be  printed, 
inasmuch  as  there  would  be,  if  the  mo- 
tion to  lie  OQ  the  table  prevailed,  a  mo- 
tion pending-to  re-consider  the  vote  to 
print  the  memorial.  The  asotion  to  lie 
on  the  table  ])revailing,  would  not  final- 
ly dispose  of  the  matter,  because  the 
House  might  call  it  up.  on  doing  which 
t}ie  question  would  recur  on  the  motion 
to  re-consider. 

Jlr.  Dickson  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Gholson  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New-York  (Ivlr.  White,)  to 
withdraw  hia  motion;  for  the  people  of 
the  South  were  very  anxious  to  know 
the  feeling  of  tije  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject- and  he  hoped  to  see  it  expressed 
by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  C.  P.  White  said,  though  he  was 
at  all  times  glad  to  accomrrnxlate  the 
gentleman,  yet,  in  this  particular,  he 
must  be  excused. 

The  conversation  on  the  point  of  or- 
der and  the  Speaker's  decision,  was  re- 
sumed, and  after  a  few  moments  epent 
thereon — 

Mr.  C.  P.  White  said,  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
he  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  moved  tho  previ- 
ous question. 

The  second  to  the  previous  question 
and  the  main  question  were  both  agreed 
to  v/ithout  a  division. 

The  question  then  occuiTed  on  re- 
considering the  motion  to  print  the 
memorial,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  ordered,  and  it  was  decided  as 
follows — yeas  125,  nays  81. 

So  tho  flouse  determined  tote-con- 
sider their  vote. 

Concluded  in  the  next  numher. 


If  I'm  designed  yon  lordling's  slave, 

By  nature's  law  designed, 
Wliy  was  an  independent  wish 

E'er  planted  in  my  mind. 
If  not,  why  am  I  subject  to 

His  cruelty  and  scorn, 
Or  why  has  man  the  will  and  power 

To  make  his  fellow  mouni. 

Burns. 
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C'oN'fitlKss.  In  Senate,  Wednesday, 
Fehriiani  11. — Mr.  Ewiiig  rose  auu  ad- 
dressed tiic  chair  as  follyws : 

Mr.  President :  I  hold  in  ray  hand, 
and  am  instructed  to  ["•sent  to  the 
Senate,  niemorials  of  sundry  citizens  of 
the  State  of()hio,prayir)g  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 
It  is  but  justice  to  say  of  these  rnomovi- 
als,  that  they  are  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
pure  philiintkropy  and  Cliristian  charity, 
and  they  are  entitled  to  tliemost  respect 
ful  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  shall 
move  their  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and,  I  hope 
tliat  Committee  v/ill  not  be  sarished 
with  merely  passing  them  over  in  silence, 
but  that  they  will  give  the  fe'enate  and 
the  nation  tlieir  viovvs  upon  the  subject; 
that  if  any  obstacle  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  measure  solicited  by  the  memorial- 
ists, they  may  be  made  known,  and  be- 
ing known  their  true  merits  can  be  ap- 
preciated. No  one  is  ,  better  qualified 
than  the  Honorable  Cliairman  of  tlie 
Committee  to  examine  and  elucidate 
this  subject,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
do  it  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  justice, 
and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  every 
portion  of  our  country,  becoming  an  A- 
merican  statesman;  and  I  move  the  re- 
ference. 

Tlie  memorials  were  then  referred  to' 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  memorials 
from  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  tlnj 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
abolishment  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbt''\,  and  the  memorials  were  re- 
ferred t«;  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Siiepley  presented  a  petition 
from  Brunswick,  Maine,  praying  the  a- 
bolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Ref(  vred. — Nat.  Intelligencer. 


Capacity  of  the  slave. — A  mer- 
chant of  New  Orleans,  of  the  name 
of  Mitchell,  purchased  of  Gen. 
Hampton,  one  of  his  splendid  planta- 
tions on  the  coast  above  the  cify; 
with  the  plantation  a  number  of  ti>e 
most  likely  slaves   were  sold.      The 


first  act  of  Mr.  Mitchell  on  taking 
possession  of  this  property,  was  to  dis- 
tribute small  lots  of  land,  to  be  work- 
ed separntely  by  each  slave,  receiv- 
ing from  each  a  certain  sha/e  of  the 
products.  The  slave's  share  is  con- 
signed to  the  master  at  N.  Orleans, 
and  the  proceeds  faithfully  paid  over, 
tiie  consequences  resulting-  for  this 
plan,  i"s,  that  the  slaves  live  much  bet- 
ter, more  industrious,  and  are  better 
informed  than  on  other  plantations. 
They  also  have  been  known  to  be 
able  to  loan  Mr.  Mitchell,  several 
thousand  dollars  at  a  time.  These 
facts  furnish  an  unanswerable  r.rsu- 
ment  of  the  capacity  of  the  colored 
population,  to  do  and  take  care  of 
tbeuiselves,  as  well  as  their  white 
hreVaren.—AUeghanTj  Transcript. 
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Southern  chivalry  aroused. — 
The  liberation  of  a  cargo  of  slaves 
owned  by  a  slave  dealer  in  the  Dis- 
tiicl  of  Columbia,  by  the  authorities 
of  Bermuda,  has  created  much  ex- 
citement in  South  Carnlina.  Public 
meetings  it  is  said  have  been  held 
there,  and  the  transaction  pronounc- 
"Piracy  under  cover  of  the  law." 
The  Charleston  paper?  caH  it  ''an  in- 
sult to  the  flag  of  the  United  States," 
and  express  a  hope  that  prompt  mea- 
snres  will  be  taken  by  our  govern- 
ment to  redress  the  wrongs.  A  few 
weeks  ago,  when  petitions  were  be- 
fore Congress  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, the  southern  members  con- 
tended that  the  "general  government 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  these 
matters."  Now  they  ask  that  same 
"general  government"  to  redress 
their  wrongs.  This  is  not  quite 
as  consistent  as  it  might  be. — Sun. 


Jahaica. — Advices  from  Jamaica  to 
the  24th  ult.have  been  received  by  the 
Norfolk  Beacon.  The  paper  of  the  la- 
test date  says :  'The  accounts  from  all 
parts  of  the  Island  are  now  very  gratify- 
ing.' 
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